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Plymouth Tube Receives 2010 Manufacturing Excellence Award from the 
Association for Manufacturing Excellence

ROLLING MEADOWS, Ill. – November 18, 2010 – The Association for Manufacturing Excellence (AME) is pleased to announce Plymouth Tube as a 2010 recipient of its Manufacturing Excellence Award. 

Plymouth Tube is a specialty manufacturer of precision steel tubing, steel and titanium Near-Net Shapes, and steel and titanium Cold Drawn Shapes. The company’s West Monroe, La.-based plant is one of six to receive the award signifying high levels of excellence achieved and sustained during the past year. All award recipients recognized by AME have maintained global competitiveness throughout unstable economic conditions and continue to position the organization as a leader during the economy’s recovery phase.
Plymouth Tube’s West Monroe, LA plant specializes in manufacturing stainless welded and seamless tubing. On the Lean Journey since 2000, the plant employs approximately 100 people and provides its products in 20 countries. In 2009, Plymouth Tube posted revenues of over $30 million.
“The success of our journey thus far has is a result of our associates’ engagement in our war on waste,” says Sam White, general manager. “The two biggest factors have been an associate-owned improvement implementation program and structured problem-solving used to determine root cause, effectively eliminating problems.”
AME’s Manufacturing Excellence Awards honor companies that demonstrate significant progress in their journeys toward enterprise excellence through continuous improvement over a three-year period. The following companies were also award recipients:

· DJ Orthopedics de Mexico; Tijuana, Mexico

· DJO, LLC; Vista, CA
· Parker Hannifin Hydraulic Filter Division; Metamora, OH
· Parker Hannifin Racor Division; Modesto, CA
· TG Fluid Systems USA Inc.; Brighton, MI
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About the Association for Manufacturing Excellence

The Association for Manufacturing Excellence (AME) is the premier not-for-profit organization dedicated to the journey of continuous improvement and enterprise excellence. AME’s membership is composed of a trusted network of volunteers who are committed to leveraging the practitioner-to-practitioner and company-to-company shared-learning experience. Through engaging workshops, seminars and plant tours, and industry-leading conferences, AME members are continually discovering and implementing new continuous improvement strategies and best practices. AME offers its members a multitude of valuable resources to help them stay abreast of current industry developments, and improve the skills, competitiveness, and overall success of their organizations. For more information, visit www.ame.org or email info@ame.org.

About Plymouth Tube
Headquartered in suburban Chicago with operations across the U.S., Plymouth Tube Co. is positioned for continued global growth supplying the aerospace, transportation, energy and industrial markets. Over the last five years Plymouth’s sales revenue has more than doubled due to market share growth and strategic acquisitions. Over the last 85 years, Plymouth has evolved and changed with the times in order to better serve the marketplace. Currently, Plymouth maintains 10 manufacturing plants, offering Precision Carbon & Alloy Tubing, Stainless Steel Tubing, Steel and Titanium Cold Drawn Shapes, Steel and Titanium Near-Net Extrusions, Stainless Steel Coil Processing and a variety of value added steel finishing processes. Plymouth also works with customers as a technical resource to help with application problems or challenging situations.
