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Parker Hannifin’s Racor Division Receives 2010 Manufacturing Excellence Award from the 
Association for Manufacturing Excellence

ROLLING MEADOWS, Ill. – November 18, 2010 – The Association for Manufacturing Excellence (AME) is pleased to announce Parker Hannifin’s Racor Division as a 2010 recipient of its Manufacturing Excellence Award. 

The Modesto, Calif.-based plant is the global leader in fuel, air, oil and coolant filtration systems for internal combustion engines and fuel delivery. The plant is one of six to receive the award signifying high levels of excellence achieved and sustained during the past year. All award recipients recognized by AME have maintained global competitiveness throughout unstable economic conditions and continue to position the organization as a leader during the economy’s recovery phase.
Parker Hannifin’s Racor Division manufactures a variety of products, including fuel filter/water separator systems, high flow filter vessels and elements, oil filter systems, automatic transmission filters and coolant products. On the Lean Journey since 2001, the company’s Modesto plant employs approximately 680 people and provides its products in 43 countries. In 2009, Parker Hannifin posted revenues of $10.3 billion in 2009.
“Our team thrives in this environment of mutual respect for one another,” says Jennifer Bezek, operations manager, Parker Hannifin Racor Division. “Ideas are freely shared. Our success is because we constantly challenge ourselves to pursue perfection. We believe in continuous improvement in all aspects of the business and there is people-involvement across the board. Lean is our business strategy and has led to a safer environment for our people, improved customer service, higher quality levels and ultimately reduced costs.”
AME’s Manufacturing Excellence Awards honor companies that demonstrate significant progress in their journeys toward enterprise excellence through continuous improvement over a three-year period. The following companies were also award recipients:

· DJ Orthopedics de Mexico; Tijuana, Mexico

· DJO, LLC; Vista, CA
· Parker Hannifin Hydraulic Filter Division; Metamora, OH
· Plymouth Tube; West Monroe, LA

· TG Fluid Systems USA Inc.; Brighton, MI

# # #

About the Association for Manufacturing Excellence

The Association for Manufacturing Excellence (AME) is the premier not-for-profit organization dedicated to the journey of continuous improvement and enterprise excellence. AME’s membership is composed of a trusted network of volunteers who are committed to leveraging the practitioner-to-practitioner and company-to-company shared-learning experience. Through engaging workshops, seminars and plant tours, and industry-leading conferences, AME members are continually discovering and implementing new continuous improvement strategies and best practices. AME offers its members a multitude of valuable resources to help them stay abreast of current industry developments, and improve the skills, competitiveness, and overall success of their organizations. For more information, visit www.ame.org or email info@ame.org.

About Parker Hannifin
With annual sales of $10 billion in fiscal year 2010, Parker Hannifin is the world's leading diversified manufacturer of motion and control technologies and systems, providing precision-engineered solutions for a wide variety of mobile, industrial and aerospace markets. The company employs approximately 55,000 people in 46 countries around the world. Parker has increased its annual dividends paid to shareholders for 54 consecutive fiscal years, among the top five longest-running dividend-increase records in the S&P 500 index. For more information, visit the company's web site at www.parker.com, or its investor information web site at www.phstock.com.
