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Aera Energy Receives 2011 AME Manufacturing Excellence Award

ROLLING MEADOWS, Ill.—October 26, 2011—The Association for Manufacturing Excellence (AME) is pleased to announce Aera Energy LLC as a 2011 recipient of its Manufacturing Excellence Award. 

Aera is one of California’s largest oil and gas producers. Headquartered in Bakersfield, CA, Aera is one of seven companies to receive the award, which signifies high levels of excellence achieved and sustained throughout the past year. All award recipients recognized by AME maintain global competitiveness and continually position their organizations as leaders.

Aera produces approximately 148,000 barrels of oil and 42 million cubic feet of natural gas daily, and has proved oil gas reserves equivalent to approximately 756 million barrels of oil. On the journey toward enterprise excellence since 2001, the company employs 1,250 people and has operations in several locations throughout California. In 2010, Aera posted revenues of $4 billion.

“AME is proud to present the Manufacturing Excellence Award to Aera,” says Paul Kuchuris, AME President. “Along with maintaining profitability, one of Aera’s biggest accomplishments in recent years was implementing the Safety Improvement Plan, an effort to help employees reach their full potential with health and safety.”

AME’s Manufacturing Excellence Awards honor companies that demonstrate significant progress in their journeys toward enterprise excellence through continuous improvement over a three-year period. The following companies were also award recipients:

· Acumed; Hillsboro, OR

· Autoliv; Brigham City, UT

· IEC Electronics; Newark, NY

· Medtronic; Warsaw, IN

· Milliken’s Johnston Plant; Johnston, SC

· Raytheon Advanced Product Center; Dallas, TX

# # #

About the Association for Manufacturing Excellence

The Association for Manufacturing Excellence (AME) is the premier not-for-profit organization dedicated to the journey of continuous improvement and enterprise excellence. AME’s membership is composed of a trusted network of volunteers who are committed to leveraging the practitioner-to-practitioner and company-to-company shared-learning experience. Through engaging workshops, seminars and plant tours, and industry-leading conferences, AME members are continually discovering and implementing new continuous improvement strategies and best practices. AME offers its members a multitude of valuable resources to help them stay abreast of current industry developments, and improve the skills, competitiveness, and overall success of their organizations. Join AME in leading the “Rebirth of Manufacturing Jobs in North America.” For more information, visit www.ame.org or email info@ame.org.

About Aera Energy LLC

Aera Energy LLC is one of California’s largest oil and gas producers, accounting for approximately 25 percent of the state’s production. With headquarters in Bakersfield, most of Aera’s production is centered in the San Joaquin Valley. Aera also has oilfield operations in the L.A. Basin and in Ventura and Monterey Counties. The company, which began operating as Aera Energy LLC on June 1, 1997, consists of the California onshore and offshore exploration and production assets previously operated by Shell, Mobil and ARCO. Today, Aera is jointly owned by affiliates of Shell and ExxonMobil and is operated as a stand-alone company through its own board of managers (directors).

